The ODL project suggested mini-MOOC development guidelines and explanations

that were followed developing mini-MOOCs in ERAS’MUSE project

(i) Engage state involves the
setting of the learning
environment in a way that piques
student interest and generates
curiosity in the topic under study.
It get students personally involved
in the lesson, while pre-assessing
prior understanding. During the
ENGAGE stage, students first
encounter and identify the
instructional task, make
connections between past and
present learning experiences,
setting the organizational ground
work for upcoming activities. The
video format should arouse
students’ curiosity and encourage
them to ask their own questions;

(i) in the Exploration stage, by means of the
remote/virtual labs, the students have the
opportunity to get directly involved with
phenomena and materials. The teacher acts
as a facilitator, providing materials and
guiding the students' focus. Explore is the
beginning of student involvement in inquiry.
They search for information, raise questions,
develop hypotheses to test, collect data;

(iii) Explanation involves the process of data
acquisition and evidence processing
techniques for the individual groups or
entire class (depending on the nature of
investigation) from the information
collected during the exploration. Explain is
the stage at which students build models
(descriptive or explicative), discuss their
data with peers and the teacher and begin
to communicate what they have learned;

(v) Evaluate is an on-going diagnostic process for both students and teachers. It involves
students’ capacity to make judgments, analyses, and evaluations of their work, also in
comparison with the work of their colleagues. It also allows teachers to determine how
much learning and understanding has taken place.

(iv) Extend is the stage in which
students expand on the concepts
they have learned, make
connections to other related
concepts, and apply their
understandings to the world
around them in new ways, building
possible generalizations;
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